The author, now director of the library, has served under two previous directors.
The article, "USIS Library: Paris" (Library Journal, June 1, 1953* pp. 945-948) by the author of this article, and Gladys Solomon's " 'Information Please'-Paris Style" (Christian Science Monitor, December 17, 1949, p. 13) have also been used. mation and materials which the branches are unable to provide. MODEST BEGINNING IN 1945 A unit of the new Government Information Service which succeeded the Office of War Information in 1945, the "documentation center" marked its official opening in February of that year. Its modest beginning was on the Place de l'Opera in a little room seating exactly twenty-five persons and with a nucleus of between 400 and 500 "representative" American books.
Announcements of the venture were sent to key officials, citizens, and groups of scholarly inter- industry and engineering. e) Periodicals should be generously provided, representing many subjects no longer found in the book collections. 3. Generally the library will disavow the label of "research library" nor will science collections be either continued or developed with the aims of research in view-except, incidentally, as the materials which are provided may be found to be of special use.
Although this statement has not been officially adopted, it does represent the think- A library as an institution can be no greater than the aims for which it stands.
The United States Information Service Library, therefore, is a modest but effective symbol of Franco-American cooperation and understanding.
